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Executive Summary

The trends of development in Cambodia now are economic development and poverty reduction
in the country. Economic and social development must be equity and transparency that causes all
the people both the rich and the poor can use and receive advantages according to their location.
To reduce these negative impacts, the Culture and Environment Preservation Association
(CEPA) was conducted study on “The livelihood and family’s profile of people in 15 villages
along the SeSan River”. This study is combined river data and livelihood of people for
comparing the change of people livelihood and river resources for next year. The information
collected in 15villages along Sesan River in Stung Treng province. The methodology used in this
research was choosing the volunteers’ staff and community water resources in 15 villages to
interview the villagers. This study was cooperated with department of environment and
department of water resources and meteorology of Stung Treng province, villages and commune
authorities. The interviewing, we used the questionnaire to ask all the families in each village,
except the families that moved or left from the village.

According to the research result showed that 74. 9 % is the original people living in this village
and others are new comers come from other villages in Stung Treng and other provinces. Only
59.7% population was registered. The others didn’t register yet. For the head of the family’s
education showed that 38.2% was illiterate, 5.4% studied in secondary school, 8.7% studied in
junior high school and 47.6% studied in elementary school.

There are 8171 people live in these 15 villages. Most of people are social worker such as crop
planter: 3797people, animal feeder: 480people, fishermen 21people, Non Timber Forest Products
finders: 17 people and student (especially children) 2174 people and the others have other jobs.
The time and the seasons of the work have been changed according to the type of the jobs. For
the crop planning, they start from May to December. For the animal feeding works in a whole
year. The houses were built along the river. Most of those houses are wooden houses with the
bamboo or the plank wall. For the poor families the houses were built of bamboo with Tbeng or
Sbov leaf roof. For the material using in the house showed that the poor nearly have nothing to
use, whereas the rich have many equipments to use in their daily life. In these 15 villages have
509 motors, 75 machine, 23 cars, 2 radars, 52 pumps, 254 rice mills, 37 tractors. For material
that nearly all the families have such as 2732 hoes, 1228 jars, 1414 plows, 1285harrows , 1044
bags, 4553 axes and 4432 sickles. For animal feeding showed that most villagers like to feed
chicken and duck. Some families feed chicken almost 20-50, whereas pig feeding only 50% of
each family in each village. Only 1 to 3 pigs were feted in one family. The total cows are 4847
and the total buffalos are 4068 that people need it for farming purpose. Even thought the amount
of the cow and the buffalo more than the villagers, some villagers still didn’t have those animals
to feed because of their poorness and sometime those animals were died by diseases. Most of the
fishing fish along the river in the rainy and dry seasons. They also do fishing in the stream, field,
pond or lake in the forest that can be fish in the rainy season. The popular fishing equipments are
Morng(web), Santoch, Samnang, Chan, Tom, and the another such as Sayean, True, Lob, Tnos.
The villagers live in BanBong, Plok, Srekor I, Srekor II, and RomPort villages like to do fishing
along the Sesan River because those villages still have Onlong (deep pool) that is a good natural
habitat for the fish living. Unlike those villages, some villages such as Samkoy, Badem, Sesan,
Banmay, and Svayreang nearly no fish for eating more. There are no technical or big scale for
crop and vegetable growing. They grow it only for supporting their family. The fruits that people
like to grow are mango, orange, jackfruit, cashew apple, milk fruit, areca, papaya, corn. The
vegetables that people like to grow are cabbage, eggplant, cucumber, pepper, and other tuber
plants such as potato, arum. For everyday life, the people collecting Non Timber Forest Products
(NTFPs) such as honey, liana, bamboo, bamboo shoot, resin, rattan, wild animal, potato and



mushroom. The villages that depend on NTFPs such as Banbong, plok, Srekor I, Srekor II,
Ksarchthmey, Svayreang, Krorlapos, Rompot, and Talat. But those valuable natural resources
are serious decreasing because it belongs to the companies and the powerful investors now.

For the land use in the village showed that thought they are live in country side some families
don’t have their own land to build the house and farming. The importance land sources that
people have nowadays are 44.8% from deforestation, 37.24% from their ancestors, 14.70% from
public distribution and 3.7% from their own buying. Among the land in the village saw that
74.15% for field farming in rainy season, 5.4 % for growing rice in the field, 4.96% is the
housing land, 5.5% is the crop and vegetable field, and others 9.96%. Among these land showed
that each family has small land for growing rice so the average yield is only 1171.84 kilograms
per hectare. The land use conflict in the village not often happened yet. In sum it has 66 cases
that were conflict about the border 43 cases, compete for getting land 18 cases, to invade the land
3 cases, and other conflicts 2 cases.

Most of the family spending on food and buying material for family need. The spending showed
that the families that spent lest are 375,000 riels and the families that spend most is 19,497,500
riels per year. So the average for families spending is 4,303,056 riels per year.
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