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Executive Summary

The Sala Phum research project in the Ramsar Site of Stung Treng
is supported and developed by the local organization known as the
Culture and Environment Preservation Association (CEPA). We are
working in collaboration and have received our donation from the
Wetland Alliance Program (WAP). This study is established by the
people of four villages: Koh Khonden, Koh Snaeng, Veon Sien and
Koh Larngor village. These four villages are in the four Communes
and two Districts which are located along the Mekong River in the
Ramsar Site of Stung Treng province.

The Sala Phum project researchers are villagers. The topics that
were covered in the research are in eight categories:

o Fishery Resources (Fish species, Traditional fishing equipment,
Fish habitats including fish reproductive areas and fish path-
ways).

e Plant species which are used as vegetable and herbal medi-

cines

The main fishing areas.

Fishing equipment and gear in the target village.

The main deep pools that are in the target village.

Health issues and sickness occurrences in the village.

Other sources of nutrients that is eaten in the village.

Climate change and adaptation.

The Sala Phum research project has six essential objectives listed
below:

o Strengthen the human rights of local people and improve their
knowledge of natural resources that are in their village by hav-
ing them perform research studies.

e To describe and monitor the natural resource changes.

e Training the researcher team to be able to work as a network to
exchange knowledge with each other and around their village.

o To collect and transcribe the research with local knowledge that
links to the natural resources in their village.



¢ To enhance livelihoods in the village through providing seeds,
fish and creating savings groups.

e To train them to manage and extract resources in a sustainable
methodology

The Sala Phum research project team began to implement studies in
May 2005. This report has been assembled with the support and
contribution of researchers from local villages. In total there were 163
people, including 65 women that directly participated in as CEPA re-
searchers for gathering information. These villagers also included
local elders and other fishermen that are specifically from Stung
Treng province in the northeast quadrant of Cambodia.

CEPA has developed and supported a Project Assistant Team that
included five assistants to facilitate and transcribe documents which
are linked to this research.

The Sala Phum research project strategy is divided into steps. Firstly
was to create the researcher team for collecting data to study from
the local environment, then conduct an assessment, interview fami-
lies, prepare a network meeting to share and validate the results of
the research. Next was to organize the draft report and then coordi-
nate a workshop which had the participation of key stakeholders in
order to get additional comments before the report was complete.

We took this opportunity to review and evaluate our outputs and as-
certain any further issues that may have arisen.

This research study required a detailed and lengthy time-frame for the
collection of data, in addition to monitoring and verifying facts.
Throughout this research study, the researcher teams were not only
providing the CEPA staff with information, but they were also
strengthening their knowledge and skills by demonstrating and in-
forming the CEPA staff of results. The research had then been com-
piled by Sala Phum, where we articulated the structure of the final
report. The research had given the opportunity to show the outside
world the villager livelihoods, and what obstacles can occur from be-
ing dependant on the natural resources. The research study also pro-
vided the forum for villagers to discuss potential concerns and de-
mands in presentations and negotiations.

The Sala Phum project’s researchers collected a large quantity of
important information pertaining to natural resources within their hin-
terland. The researchers transcribed this information into a report.
The document consisted of a framework that included: identifying and
naming the area of study, fish characteristics, fish habitats, plant spe-
cies, deep pool location and size, fishing equipment and gear. In the
collection of data, many patterns emerged which were recorded as a
part of the final document by the Sala Phum project researchers.
Aside from taking pictures to support the research topics, the re-
search teams also organized the discussion group, classified and as-
sessed the collected information.

The final component of this Sala Phum project involved the submis-
sion of a research on fishing equipment and gear by the trained re-
searchers from four villages. The results lead to the determination
that there are 30 types of nets, which were then categorized into 16
main varieties. Nowadays, the people in the village are not utilizing
all of the varieties of equipment to catch fish, as some have become
less effective do to the change in fish patterns and overall reduction
of fish populations. The Sala Phum project researcher studied and
researched the fishing equipment by taking pictures, explaining the
process of how to make it, including material, where they would gen-
erally

go for fishing and what species of fish they would usually catch. By
recording this significant information, CEPA will maintain a database
of traditional knowledge of fishing livelihoods for future generations to
understand and learn past best practices.

Through the sharing of our findings and results that we have present-
ed in the final report of the Sala Phum project, we are expectant that
other Cambodians will contribute and support the preservation and
sustainability of our significant fishing villages along the Mekong Riv-
er. In the presentation of these outcomes of the Sala Phum project,
CEPA hopes to receive further feedback and recommendations for
contributing to the betterment and continuation of our research in the
future a head.
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